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It is a pleasure to be here !

\
Hello everyone! I'd like to take a moment to introduce myself. My name is Michael

Martin, and I'm the new ALT here at Kofu Nishi High School! I grew up in Petersburg,
[llinois - a small town in the American Midwest. Since then I have traveled all over the
world, lived in many places, and learned many things. These days [ much prefer life in the
city, but I still love to share the culture of small-town America.

Did you know that corn has a smell? It's strong! Did you know that pigs are actually
very smart, or that cows can walk up stairs but not down them? Where I'm from,
everyone knows these things. In my high school, we had a day when students from farms
would drive their tractors to school. My friends were often late to our 7am classes
because their animals escaped overnight and they had to find them and round them up in
the morning!

Kofu has about 200,000 citizens. In Illinois there is only one city larger than Kofu.
That city is Chicago, and it's 330km from my hometown! Life is very different when you
live so far from a city. Many small towns in the U.S.A. are still very important, though. For
example: My hometown was once the home of Abraham Lincoln, the president that led
the North in the American Civil War! In fact, President Lincoln began his political career
while living there. There is always a lot of surprising history hidden in small towns.

[ believe that we learn about ourselves by exploring and meeting new people and
ideas. I believe that culture is very important to modern society. [ have student theatre,
dance, film, and music all over the United States, Japan, and even Scotland. | hope that |
can help everyone learn not only about small-town American culture, but about cultures
and ideas from all over the world.
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