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Meet Ms. Rebecca Richko

From Florida 1o Mt, Fuiji!

in Coral Springs, FIorlda It’s a small city but very close to bigger cities like Fort

generation American. My mother was born in Ireland and moved to the United
States when she was an adult. Growing up in South Florida and having a non-
American mother has allowed me to have many international opportunities,
especially (my favorite) traveling, that | hope to share!

Many people from around the world have traveled to Florida for different

reasons. One of the main reasons is for the year-round warm weather and
beautiful beaches. In high school, many students wear their bathing suits under
their school clothes and go straight to the beach after school! Some schools, like
mine, even have a marine science class where students go on snorkeling trips
and take care of school fish tanks.
Florida does not have any mountains, though. When | first arrived in Yamanashi
and at Kofu Nishi High School, | was in awe of(ICE# D& %L i) the beautiful
mountains all around, and how nice everyone that | met was. | remember the
first time | saw Mt. Fuji on a clear day. | was sitting on the bus and actually
gasped out loud(\wéKELEEZDEEHIF1)! It was so beautifull That may
sound silly to anyone who grew up in Yamanashi, but Mt. Fuji is a symbol of
Japan so | was excited to finally see it. I'm very happy that | get to live in such a
beautiful place and do something that | love — teach!

Growing up, | was surrounded by cultures from around the world. It has
become a passion of mine to study different countries, especially Japan. I'm very
happy that the JET Programme selected me and has given me this chance to

Lauderdale and Miami. | was born in the United States but, in fact, | am a firstfg ;
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learn more about Japanese culture and to share my culture with all of you. My
greatest hope for Nishiko students is that you will take the information you learn
in your textbooks and use it in real life. | hope that you will explore, meet new
people, and try new things. You will learn more about yourself in the process.
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1 At which school were you studying? How long did you study there?

o | studied in Perth(s$—X), Australia from August 6th to 23rd in a group of 23 Japanese high school students, and
T?if’:-‘lﬂ':d)/l\#_&'(‘ visited Peter Moyes Anglican Community School. Perth is in southeast Australia and the school is located near the sea.
| HRREDEFHILX (FA—RF5VTH) 2 Why did you decide to study in Australia?

2T ARRFZ7E)—& . s
_ ™ | wanted to learn about a different culture and to get better sense of value and way of thinking. | also wanted to make

my speaking and listening abilities in English better.
3 What did you do in the program?

| stayed with my host family and attended classes with my buddy at her school. | visited an elementary school and a
university with my group members to introduce Japanese culture as well. We went to sightseeing spots in Perth, such as
Kings Park(F>% X -78—%)and Fremantel(Z')—<>kJL) to learn Australian history and culture. | had a good time with
my host family on the weekends, too.
4 What was the most impressive thing?

Perth is said to be “ one of the most beautiful cities in the world,” and | realized that it really is true. The people there
were so friendly and even students | didn’t know at school always greeted to me. They say that it is because Australia has
more kinds of weathers than Japan. Also, | was surprised that , unlike Japanese high school students, students there
stayed with their family on holidays.

5 How do you want to make use of your experience in Australia? Your hope, resolution and messages, please.

At first | was confused by the different culture, but a lot of people supported me. Thanks to their help, | was able to do
my best until the end of the program. So, like them, 1'd like to be a person who can support someone. | really appreciate
this program which gave me such a wonderful experience, and | recommend the program to many people.

JO-NVAMERTOTS ACSH U1 SF2MURTE, BRYES A, 1 F3EEM
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@ At which school were you studying? How long did you study there?

We went to study in lowa State in the US for a week, July 26th to August 2nd. We
visited lowa State University.
@ What did you in the program?

We stayed with a family and visited various facilities in lowa. Finally we made a
presentation about the common social problems between lowa and Yamanashi.
@ Why did you decide to Study in America?
@What was the most impressive thing?
@) How do you wish to make use of your experience in America after you come back to
Kofu Nishi ?

1 F2HARMLSRTE

@)l decided to join this program for four reasons. First, I’d never been abroad, so |
wanted to go to a foreign country. Second, | like to speak English. So | wanted to
know how well | could communicate with my English skills. Third, my dream is to be a
pilot. | need to improve my speaking ability in English. Lastly, I’d like to do volunteer
activities as a guide for foreign people in the 2020’s Olympics. 4

@) felt very happy when | was able to make myself understood in English through the FAAITMEBBZCT, HIRIENSZAB &Y. RUILE . RIF

homestay. But | also fully felt that | didn’t have extensive vocabulary. | felt young A, — ANEATEIRFBESA,ZIBE —BAHERSA
people must take action to solve social problems, too.
®rd like to tell many more things that Id like to tell in English by expanding my 1 FMAERYES A

vocabulary. In addition, | was really inspired about many things, so I’'m going to study @ Last year, | went to China and had a cultural exchange experience with
actively. | also hope to have another experience by joining this kind of program again.| |chinese students. It was a very big event for me and changed my way of
thinking. So | felt that this lowa program would also change my life.
@) learned the cultural difference between the United States and Japan. |

1 fES.‘REHﬂEB%'ﬁDé/u . L thought that it is important not to be afraid of making mistakes as well.

@I hope to get an international job in th,e futur?. Sol w.'?mted to see the world . ®)1'd like to be an English teacher in the future, so this experience was useful
with rT1y own eyes and actua.lly corfntnunlcate with Americans, and | thought this for me to realize my dream.

experience would be useful in realizing my dream. Also | want to make a lot of

friends who have different values. However, it is necessary for me to be able to

speak English well to do that. So | decided to join this program to know my 1F4HRBBESA

English ability and to improve English skills. (@When I was young, | talked to a foreigner and wanted to be able to speak

@ | was surprised at the differences between Japanese and American life styles English. | also came to have an interest in world affairs. |thought this program
and at the same time | was very excited about the free life style. For example, would be a good experience to talk with foreign people on my own to improve
dinner was buffet-stile meals everyday, a girl who was sixteen years old had a part | |my English.

time job and took me for a drive. | was keenly aware of the lack of my English @i felt alot of gentleness from American people. | was very happy because

ability. | wanted to talk with people there but | couldn't catch them and | couldn't | |they spoke clearly and repeatedly until | was able to understand what they said
make m self understood. But they patiently listened to me with a smile, so I was | |and waited for me to speak.

happy and | want to go to America again. ®)I spoke to many American people directly in lowa, and | think my communi-
®)1 would like to be actively involved in everything. | will make an effort to cation skills were improved. So | will make every effort to study and do various
improve my English language skills and some day when | go to America again, | activities at school now. Also, | want to learn more English and go to lowa again.

want to speak English fluently.




