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The 65th Recitation and Speech Contest

The 65th Recitation and Speech Contest was held on November 15th, 2015. Ms. Kobayashi and Ms. Fujimoto attended the
contest . Ms. Kobayashi won a good performance prize. Ms. Fujimoto won the first prize and took part in the Kanto
Koshinetsu contest held in Takasaki on December 6th. Congratulations, Ms. Fujimoto!
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Girls, Be Ambitious!

Kaho Fujimoto
Kofu Nishi High School

My female life has had many positives: I am a first daughter and a first
granddaughter of my family. Being full of their love, care, and protection,
there were no obstacles to my life as a girl. This notion, however, has been
slightly changed recently — That’s what I'd like to talk about today: gender
equality.

How many of you have ever felt uncomfortable with gender stereotypes or
expectations? I have actually; take for example my school life. In group
discussions, some of my friends are a little reserved. They don't express
themselves well, so I often try to create a friendly atmosphere in the group,
drawing out their real feelings and solving our problems together. This
leadership, however, makes some students think I'm bossy and that I forget
my place as a female. That is why I became self-conscious about my gender
assumptions.

One speech, however, put me back on the right track. In 2014, Emma
Watson — best known for her role as Hermione in Harry Potter movies — made
a famous speech at the UN in which I learned Emma and I share the same
uncomfortable experiences. She was called bossy just because she wanted to
direct plays when she was a child. Then I started to wonder : Why do we have
to care about gender? We all have the same equal rights, don’t we? We all live
not just as a woman, or as a man, and not just as a democratic citizen, but also
as a human being, whose rights and opportunities should be treated equally.

Does the phrase “glass ceiling” mean anything to you? Well, a glass ceiling

is an invisible, unbreakable barrier keeping women from getting ahead in the
workplace. This phrase shows how challenging it is for women to be promoted
in their jobs. My mom one day told me stories about the hardships that she
endured in the past: Merely because she is a woman, her hard work wasn't
always rewarded the same as her male co-workers. If each and every one of us
doesn’t take this issue more seriously and sensitively, then we can’t create a
world where there is no glass ceiling.
We as women can also do more to improve our place in society. Girls are so
used to a boys-first culture as all the class rosters in this country show and
many girls just refuse to take on responsibilities. This doesn’t mean girls are
not capable; we just lack the experience of making decisions and expressing
our ideas. So girls, we should have a little more courage and do what we want
to do and say what we want to say. Take one more step forward and let’s see
the world from a new perspective. Girls, be ambitious!

According to the World Economic Forum, Japan is ranked 104 out of 142
countries in terms of its gender gap. Prime Minister Shinzo Abe pledged in his
Strategy for Growth to increase the percentage of women in leadership roles in
the workforce from 10 % to 30% by 2020. Will this promise be kept? By 2020,
when I graduate from university and start to work, will women have won an
equal opportunity to go up the corporate ladder? Will we be able to crack the
glass ceiling above us? Until then, I won’t just sit still and wait. I'm going to
study hard, take action and keep saying, “Girls, be ambitious!”
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It was difficult to think what was the most important part and express it with the
changes of rhythm, stress, intonation, and tones of my voice so that the audience could
understand it.
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“So girls, we should have a little more courage and do what we want to do and say
what we want to say. Take one more step forward and let's see the world from a new
perspective. Girls, be ambitious!” | like this part best, and it's also the most difficult part.

This passage always gives me courage.
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| had special feelings about this prefectural contest. As a junior high school student, |
took part in the recitation contests twice, but | was not satisfied with the results. Last
year, | was disappointed that | was not the representative of our school. So | had a
strong will to take advantage of this opportunity this year. Of course, | had difficulties
such as problems with my memorization and delivery, but | managed to overcome them.
My effort led me to my best performance in a good, tense atmosphere. | hadn’t
expected to win, so | was overjoyed when | found out the result. | could never forget the
moment. In the contest of the Kanto and Koshinetsu districts, | was able to do my best
among students whose English levels were very high. | had a really good experience. |

appreciate the dedication and help from the teachers who supported me.
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First I'd like to keep on working on my everyday English studies. I'm going to participate
in the Campbell Hall School program in March. I'd like to fulfill my responsibilities as a
group leader. At the same time, | will prepare well for the program and do what | should
do in order to have a good time with the other members. As for my future plans, I'm
interested in news reporting. English is one of the most important tools for news
reporting in international situations. | will do everything | can at every opportunity so that

I will become a reporter who can work all over the world.
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It was extremely difficult for me to express the atmosphere

of the story and adjust my voice to each character.
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The last paragraph of the story, in which Mary and Dickon found a secret garden. | tried

to make it sound exciting.
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It was a great experience. | sometimes felt practices were hard, but more than that, |
really enjoyed thinking about how the characters felt and devising ways to express each
character’s emotion. | couldn’t win in the contest, but | learned lots of thigs. | overcame
getting nervous in front of a large audience. So | was very happy to participate in the
contest.
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It is most important to use as much English as possible in learning it. I'm going to read
more English books, listen to English radio programs, and speak in English. | will try

my best to improve my English skills.
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Nishi-ko won second prize in the Yamanashi Cup 2015 English Debate Contest !

team won the second priz

together as often as possi

at English, but their seriou
second prize.
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The English debate contest was held at Kofu Showa High School on February 11th . Ten
teams took part in it: FRFFEE, 3EIE, FATRT, FRATAATN, &R, ANREIGEAE, M, (LK, BEFAT,
B RR K AFE. “Japan should lower the age of adulthood to 18” was the thesis. The Nishi-ko

e! The team members were all 10th graders: &7k #&(captain), /b

RRE BEER IMERSE, BENE FEEH TBHFE, and §HAE. They started practicing at
the beginning of fall. Though they were very busy with their studies, club activities etc., they got

ble after school. They looked for a lot of information about the theme,

and then got enough evidence to support their opinion. They say that not all of them are good

s effort and good teamwork was rewarded by the result of winning the
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@ At which school are you studying? How long are you going to study
there?

We are going to study in lowa for a week, from March 10th to 17th. We
will visit lowa State University.

@ Why did you decide to Study in America?

@ What do you want to achieve while you are in America?

@ How do you wish to make use of your experience in America after you
come back to Kofu Nishi ?

®Your hopes, resolutions and messages, please.

26024 KA PRIA

@ It’s because | want to broaden my horizons. In addition, there is a
friend | want to see in lowa.

@) 1 want to listen to the real voices of the students in lowa, and to cook
with my host family.

@ 'l try to be an open minded and active person like an American.

® r’ll make the most of this opportunity and enjoy what | can do now.

24534 L FRSA

@ It’s because | want to learn about Yamanashi and lowa, which have
sister cities.

@) 1 want to learn about the local culture in lowa. I also want to make
friends there.

@ 1 wish to make use of my experience for my studying in college.

® | want to have a good time in lowa.

24533 Al BEFSA

@ It’s because | want to experience another culture.

@1 want to talk to as many Americans as possible.

@ 1 will learn practical English skills and use them.

®1 will enjoy studying in lowa!!! Fll do my best to fulfill the
expectations of my parents and teachers.




